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“No matter how carefully you plan your goals, they will
never be more than pipe dreams unless you pursue them

with gusto”
W. Clement stone
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Polity

» Pressure mounts but Governors dig in their heels: Amid reports of the

Narendra Modi government's apparent move to nudge some UPA-appointed
Governors to step down, many of them have reportedly dug in their heels citing
the 2010 Supreme Verdict which says the constitutional heads of states should
not be axed when the ruling dispensation changes at the Centre. Maharashtra
Governor K Sankaranarayanan, enjoying a second five-year term, today refused
to resign saying he would consider quitting only if an "appropriate decision-
making authority" asks him to do so. "Union Home Secretary Anil Goswami
called me twice during last week (asking to demit office). I didn't reply to him
anything," he said. "There is no vacuum in the Governor's post. No position in a
democracy is permanent. If an appropriate decision-making authority asks me
(to quit), I will definitely think over it," Sankaranarayanan told a TV channel.
Similarly, West Bengal Governor MK Narayanan denied having put in his
papers. In Karnataka, HR Bhardawaj, whose term ends in two weeks from now,
has decided not to quit. Bharadwaj said Governors cannot resign unless their
replacement is in place. Sources said over dozen vacancies would occur over the
next seven months as many Governors were set to complete their term. Many
BJP biggies were reportedly eyeing the positions. It is learnt that the ruling NDA-
regime at the Centre may not go for en-masse removal of Governors. Some of
these Governors are former IAS, IPS and military officers and they might
survive. However, Congress 'loyalists' face a threat. (The Tribune).

Economy

Govt anticipation on food prices: The measures announced by the
government on Tuesday to dampen food prices, particularly on export and
import, were more in anticipation of likely shortages from September, aver
officials. They say stockists are already hoarding food products, in anticipation
of such shortages. On Tuesday, the government imposed a $300 a tonne
minimum export price (MEP) on onions, whereas exports are not rising at a rate
alarming enough to merit a clamp, they said. “In onion, the early kharif crop is
expected to hit the market from July-end; hence, the price would cool down by
itself. Hence, by imposing an MEP of $300 a tonne now, the government seems
to warding off any speculative hoarding,” said a senior official. In March, India
exported around 100,000 tonnes of onions, around 50,000 tonnes less than in
February. Since then, unofficial estimates put export at 80,000-90,000 tonnes a
month. “The real problem in onion is expected to emerge around September-
October. By putting an MEP of $300 a tonne, the Union government has taken a
bold and timely step,” said Ashok Gulati, professor at ICRIER, the economic
policy institute, and former head of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and
Prices. Data from the department of consumer affairs show the average retail
price of onions across India has risen by Rs 5 a kg between May 1 and this
Tuesday. D K Joshi, chief economist at rating agency CRISIL, said the step was
basically due to caution. “It is in anticipation; there is no pressure from the
exports side,” he said. (Business Standard).




Planning

> Finmin Plans to Divest Stakes in 7 PSUs; Coal India Sale May Fetch

Rs 22,000 cr: The finance ministry is working on a road map to divest stake in
seven big state-run companies, which include Coal India, Sail, MMTC, NMDC,
NHPC and Nalco. The government holds 80% or more stakes in these companies.
“WE will draw a road map and accordingly start consultations with the respective
administrative ministries,” said a senior finance ministry official. The Securities &
Exchange board of India (Sebi) has proposed to bring public float in state-run firms
at 75%, equal to that of private companies. The finance ministry is of the view the
Sebi will give at least two to three years to meet the norms and it can accordingly
work out a road map so that there is no glut of PSU stocks in the market. “It the Sebi
norms are accepted, we will have to work out a mechanism to help them meet the
new guidelines, keeping in mind both the timing of the issues and the appetite of
the market,” said the official quoted earlier, adding that focus is on increasing
participation for retail investors. The government, which is expected to retain the
disinvestments target through stake sale in PSUs at Rs 36,000 crore, will kickstart
with bigger issues such as Coal India and Sail. A 10% stake sale in Coal India alone
will fetch the government around Rs 22,000 crore at current market prices. “We are
hopeful of Coal India issue before the end of this year,” said the finance ministry
official. (The Economic Times).

Editorial

Good start on inflation: Apart from the almost habitual exhortation about cracking
down on hoarders and black marketers—the largest hoarder is actually the government-
owned FCI—the government has done well to start off its inflation-control measures by
planning to offload 5 million tonnes of rice from FCI’s overflowing stocks; 15-20
million tonnes would have had far more impact, and the government should have
included wheat in it as well, but its early days yet. Reducing inflation in wheat and rice
to zero, as has been pointed out earlier, could shave off a fifth from consumer inflation.
The decision to ask states to issue orders to bypass mandis is welcome, and something
Rahul Gandhi spoke of during the election campaign, but failed to deliver on. The
Azadpur mandi, that the Centre now controls by virtue of President’s rule in Delhi is a
good place to start as it accounts for 50,000 tonnes of daily arrivals of fruits and
vegetables—Mumbai’s Vashi is the next largest at 43,000 tonnes. While reducing
middleman commissions in mandis is important given the big difference between
wholesale and retail prices, it is a good idea to get into active dialogue with potentially
large buyers like Big Bazaar and Reliance Fresh, to encourage them to start farm-
sourcing at the earliest. Curbing fruit and vegetable inflation is easier said than done and
creating supply chains takes a long time, but the earlier a beginning is made, the better;
the budget should follow through with specific capital subsidies for building cold
storages, and on removing dehydration of fruit and vegetables from the reserved list for
SMEs. (The Financial Express)
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DoT asked to review decision on
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licence fee for Net service prowders

IT Minister to discuss issue Wlth Internet

companies today

THOMAS KTHOMAS
New Delhi, June 18

" The Pririté; Muusters Office ,has
asked the: Department .of Tele-: b

i ec1'51on to im-.
e’ ( Intemet Ser-f

Under the new Umﬁed Ticence’
regime, DoT has proposed to col- |

lect eight.per cent of the annual
reventies as licence fee from In-

ternet companies. At present

ISPs do hot have to pay revenue
share. The Initernet Service Pro-

Commumcat:ons and Wy Mll’llS-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad has invit-
ed the Internet companies for a
meéeting on Thursday to dlscuss
the issue.

The Internet companles had

edrlier told the Telecom Regula-
‘tory Authonty of India (TRAI)

 that Intemet penetration in the
" country'was still'low and impos-

ing a fee would be detrimental to '
the Governmefit's plan to have
broadband reach the masses.
ISPAI sdid charging a licénce
fee on pure Internet services may
be counter-productive since all
charges will ultimately be paid
by end-sitbscribers who may not
opt for the services if they be-

come costly. Currently, compa-
nies with the ISP licence are al-
lowed to deduct revenues from
pure Internet services while cal-
culating the licence fee payable
to the Indian Government."Pure
Internet refers to:providing both

* Internet access and coptent, but

not voice seryices.

Remove dlscrepancy
However, Internet. services pro-

'vided by mobileé players. through

3G and 4G technologies come un-
derthe purview of the licenice fee.
Mobile operators, therefore, say
this discrépancy should be re-
moved to level the playing field
withbroadband operators byim-
posing the fee on all players.
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Centre may make it less taxing

[ArunS

!

. NewDelhi, June 18: The gov-
ernment may give a boost to

itheinsurancesectorintheup-

,“ coming Budget with a host of

| tax incentives.
Official sources told FE that
" in the Budgetary recommenda-
tions to the department of rev-
| enue, the department of finan-
. cial services (DFS) has mooted
the removal of service tax on
' micro-insurance, reduction of
. theservicetaxburdenonlifein-
; surance premium, increasing
thedeductionlimittoseniorcit-
‘izensand individualsfor health
insurance as well as a separate
deduction limitof Rs1lakhun-
dertheIncomeTax Act(I-T Act)
for insurance premium.
© At present, investments in
! iInsurance premium are in-
. cluded in the consolidated de-
. ductions under Section 80C (of
I-T Att) for which the limit is
Rs 1 lakh. Apart from insur-
" ance premium, the Rs 1-lakh
limit includes investments in
mutual funds, public provi-
.dent fund and small savings
amongother things.
“Pointing out that insurance
is product that has to be ‘sold’
and therefore a ‘push’ product
and not one which is ‘bought’
andthereby calleda ‘pull’ prod-
uct, the DFS has said that only
a major incentive by way of a
separate deduction limit will
. help.in increasing insurance
penetration in the country.
Insurance penetration had
declined to 3.96% of gross do-
—mestic product in 2012 from

4.1% in2011. Thelife insurance
penetration as a percentage of
GDP slipped to a paltry 3.17%
in2012from 3.4% in 2011, while
non-life insurance penetration
increased marginally from a
minuscule 0.7% in 2011 to
0.78% in2012.

TheDFSalsosuggestedare-
duction of service tax on the
gross premium of life insur-
ancepolicies.

From April 1, 2012, the ser-
vice tax to be paid in the first
year on the amount of gross

‘premium of life insurance

policies is 3% and'1.56% for the
subsequentyears(Priortothat
itwas1.5% forthefirstandsub-
sequentyears).

The DFS hasrecommended
aflat service tax of 3% for only
in thefirst year and sought the
removalof thel.5% servicetax
inthesubsequentyearssaying

this is an additional burden
and therefore adisincentive.

Life insurers can now avail
the concessional rate in com-
posite policies where the poli-
cyholderisnotgiventhebreak-
up of risk and investment
components. However, where
thepolicyholderpaysthegross
premium just for the risk-cov-
er in life insurance, then nor-
mal rate of service tax -
12.36%-islevied.

Thethird suggestionistodo
away with the service tax
(12.36% including education
cess)onmicro-insurance prod-
ucts to take forward the finan-
cial inclusion programme and
increase insurance penetra-
tion especially among the rur-
al and urban poor. A micro-in-
surance policy is a life or
general insurance policy
where the sum assured is Rs

~ for insurance firms in Budget -

50,000 or less. On health insur-
ance, currently while an indi-
vidual can avail a maximum
deduction of Rs 15,000 (includ-
ingfortheassessee, spouseand
children)under Section 80D {of
theI-T Act), for senior citizens
the permissible benefit is Rs
20,000.

An additional deduction of
Rs 15,000 can be-availed by an
individual for premium paid
for parents (the limit is Rs
20,000 if either of the parents
are senior citizens or both are
senior citizens). The DFS has
suggested that the deduction
limit be increased to Rs 50,000
for individuals (including the
premium paidfor spouse, chil-
dren and parents whether or
nottheyareseniorcitizens/de- *
pendents) and for senior citi-
zens the limit be hiked to Rs
40,000.
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"Gadkari hints at
amending Land '

Acquisition Act

. NewDelhi,June18

f E TTH 60,000 crore
. worth of projects
L stuck because of

delays in land acquisition,
transport minister Nitin
Gadkarion Wednesdayhint-
edatamending theLand Ac-

_quisition Act after consult-
ingthestates.

I "We discussed (the Act)
with the states and‘after 1
have considered their sug-
gestions, I will take it to the
PM. We will go by his deci-

. sion," Gadkari, who is also
in-charge of rural develop-
ment, said in an interview.
"Within 20 days... before the
Parliament session, we will
- come to a conclusion as this
issue isrelated to the future
development of India,” Gad-
kari said, when asked about
the timeline of bringing the
amendments.

Hesaid the probleminthe
road network is that projects
worth¥60,000crorearestuck,
there are disputes in’ the
Supreme Court and high
courts. "Within a month my

target is tofind out equilibri-
um, we don't want to destroy
contractors and construc-
tion of roads should happen
asearlyaspossible,"hesaid.
He added that his min-
istryhassolvedproblemsfor
projects worth 320,000 crore
already. Progress on many
projects islagging due to de-
layinland acquisition.

Theroad ministry has set
a target of awarding 7,000
km worth of road projects
thisfinancialyear,underthe
BOT (build, -own, operate)
and EPC (engineering, pro-
curement and construction)
models. Theministry, which
had set a target of awarding
9,000 km of projects in 2013-
14, could award less than
2,000 km projects by the end
of theperiod. PTT ¢
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'/EARLV END? The move that could effectively end the role of Unique
" Identification Authority of India in executing Direct Benefits Transfer

‘Taking Sheen off UIDAI, Rajnath

Talks of Issuing NID Cards

AMAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI

_Home Minister Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday asked for the long-
pending proposal for issuance of
National Identity Cards to be
broughtfor “approval at earliest”,
a move that could effectively end
the role of Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) in ex-
ecuting the Direct Benefits
Transfer (DBT) scheme.

The UPA government had failed
16, approve and 1mp1ement the Rs
"“5,500-crore project of issuing

‘National Identity Cards under the
National Population Register
PR) project to nearly 82 crore
“@dult Indian residents it being
ment1oned in the UPA's manifesto
:2009 and also approved by the
nion Cabinet. In a presentation

"to Rajnath on Wednesday, officials

of the home ministry and census

office said the identity cards were
imperative to address security

concerns regarding illegal immi-

grants and could also be very use-

ful indelivering the government’s
welfare programmes to the poor;,
in a hint towards the DBT.

. “The home minister directed that

_.-effective steps be taken to take the
project to its logical conclusion
which isthe creation of the nation-

. _gl register of Indian citizens. He

instructed that all necessary pro-
posals including the updating of
the database through linkages with
the birth and death registration
system and the issuance of nation-
al identity cards to citizens be
brought for approval at the earli-

est,” the ministry said in a state-

ment. This endorsement for the

NPR project could mean that
UIDAT’s role in authentication for

@ HomEMIN OFFICIAL
Z=x Theminister

- \\ wants the

,/ﬁi\\ UIDAI scheme
W to complement

the NPR scheme by
merging them..the NPR
will getpriority
DBT could befinished. The finance
and oilministrieshave already said
UIDAIisnot necessary for DBT.

The national identity cards are
basically meant to be smart bio-

AY

»)})7

metric-readable cards carrying

details of each resident that can
beread-with handheld readers for
exegiuting the DB’_I‘ programme.

Government sources said Rajnath
Singh was been displeased to
learn that while the census offi-
cials have already issued over 65
lakh national identity cards for
residents in India’s coastal areas
the scheme was not approved by

the UPA for extension to the rest

of the country. “The minister
wants the UIDAI scheme to com-
plement the NPR scheme by merg-
ing them...the NPR will get prior-
ity,” aministry official said.
UIDAI has already enrolled bio-
metrics of over 63 crore people
while NPR scheme has captured
the biometrics of nearly 25 crore
people as of date. With the NPR
scheme now getting precedence
due to its better security processes
than the UIDAI scheme, it is ex-
pected that UIDAT’s role in enroll-
ing people’s biometrics and au-
thentication for DBT will end and
it will at. most be a back-office for
NPR. UIDATI’s role may be limited
tode-duplication (ensuring notwo
people with the same biometrics
enter the system)and creating UID
numbers and the NPR could un-
dertakeadditional vetting of their
credentials before admitting them
to NPR. Incidentally, the NPR
scheme was launched by the NDA
government in 2003 but has not
been completed even a decade later
as UPA gave preference to UIDAL

It's NPR
Now

NPR SCHEME now getting
precedence due to its
better security processes
than the UIDAI scheme

UIDAI'S MAY turn a back-
office for NPR

UIDAI'S ROLE may be
limited to de-duplication
and creating UID numbers

NPR COULD undertake

additional vetting of
their credentials before
admitting them to NPR

~ \\__(
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‘Cabinet Panel SaysNo
to Choubey in PMO

Officer won't take chargé as additional secy, will stay in power ministry

QURBUREAU

NEW DELHI

The Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet (ACC) on Wednesday
cancelled the appointment of IAS
officer Rajiv Nayan Choubey as
an additional secretary in the

Prime Minister’s Office, justdays |

. after his appointment was rati-

fied by the same committee,
marking the second instance in
which the process of appointing
key officials in the PMO has been
less than'smooth.

On Wednesday, an official com-
myunique said the ACC “has ap-
proved the cancellation of order
of appointment” of Choubey as
additional secretary in the Prime
Minister’s Office.

According to an earlier official
statement issued on June 13, the
ACC had approved Choubey’s

_movingoutfromthe power minis-

try to the PMO by moving the in-
cumbent additional secretary in
the PMO Shatrughna Singh tothe
départment of industrial policy
and promotioh. Singh has al-
ready joined the industry minis-
try followingthe order.

'A_ccording to power ministry of-
ficials; the Tamil Nadu cadre 1981
batch-officer continues to operate
from the ministry from where he

had been switched to the PMO.

b

b _mmn:mﬂm:fpﬂpmvéd
' transfer'of 1AS officer Rajiv.

The ACC is headed by the Prime
Minister and includes the home
minister.

Choubey had joined the power
ministry this February after a 20-
month stint as the director gener-
al of Hydrocarbons, the country’s
upstream technical regulator for
theoiland gas sector. _

Choubey, who was appointed as
DGH in June 2012, during the ten-

ure of Jaipal Reddy, was switched
to the power ministry in January
2014. During his tenure, Choubey
is said to have had a rocky rela-
tionship with Veerappa Moily,
who became petroleum minister
in October 2012; replacing Reddy.

The two are said to have clashed
over various decisions related to
RIL KG D6 block, where Choubey
issaidtohave insisted that RIL be
asked to vacate large areas of the
block, which Moily overruled on
the ground that such moves
would hurt investor confidence.

The cancellation of Choubey’s
posting marks the second snafu
overahigh-level posting, )

A day after the Modi govern-
ment took charge, it had to issue
an ordinance amending the Tele-
com Regulatory Authority of "In-
dia Act to pave the way for the ap-
pointment of Nripendra Misra as
the principal secretary in the
PMO. As a former TRAI chair-. -
man, Misra couldn’t havebeen re-

.employed by the government af-
ter retirement.

Beforethe cancellation of hisap-
pointment in the PMO was ap-
proved on Wednesday, officialsex-
pected Choubey to take over as
the next secretary to the PM after
incumbent R Ramanujam’s su-

- perannuation from service this

July.
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B Ministry wants States t
60% NREGA Money on Agri Infra

YOGIMA SETHSHARMA
NEW DELHI

‘1 a major revamp of the employ-
Iment guarantee scheme, the min-
A istry of rural development has
wproposed to make it mandatory for
istates to spend at least 60% of the
{\;MGNREGAmoneyoncreatinginfras—

Ftructure linked to agriculture. This is
#expected to bring at least ¥25,000 crore
7of investment into agriculture, a se-
(hior government official told ET
|'.As part of the amendments pro-
“posed in the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guaran-
, tee Act (MGNREGA), the ministry
will delegate funds at the distriot
level so that larger works like cre-
ation of minor irrigation structur-
es could be undertaken besides pro-
viding for a dedicated fund
.equivalent to 3% of the MGNREGA
‘money to recruit technical man-
.Power who will guide in Planning
"and execution of works under the
sc¢heme, the official said.

“The government feels that the
scheme needs to be more outcome
.orignted on all fronts, be it creating
‘quAlity assets or payment of wag-

Jobs to Benefit Others To

Mew Govt for Revamp of MGNREGA

o Scheme to focus | e Creation of agri
onasset creation |  infrastructure
in rural india high priority
Changes Proposed In The $cheme R :
o At least eUpto3% SA———— s
60% of scheme fund TOTAL ALLOCATION
of funds to be to be spent on UNDER MGNREGA
_ spentoncreating | hiring technical :
agri assets workiorce /- 41,000 crore
« About 12% |

of unutilised material cost to be spent
on creating larger assets at district Jevel

es,” the official said.

MGNREGA, a flagship scheme of
the UPA government, was imple-
mented in 2006. It promises 100 days
of work in a year to every rural
household. However, the scheme
hasdrawnalot of criticism for poor
quality of assets being created and
delay in wage payments, which has
defeated the purpose of the scheme,

CENTRE'S SHARE
734,000 crore

The Narendra Modi-led government
had indicated that the scheme would
have to undergo changes and focus
more on asset creation in rural India.

Theannualspend on MGNREGA is
¥41,000 crore with the Centre con-
tributing 234,000 crore and the rest
coming from states as well as
through convergence between
MGNREGA and other schemes,

Page No. |}

o Spend

though this is miniscule as of now.
Out of the wage material ratio of
60:40, barely 28% is utilised in the ma-
terial component under the scheme
againsttheallotted 40%. The ministry
estimates that these unutilised funds
of 12% at the district level will fetch
approximately 8,000 crore that can
then be utilisedtocreate biggerassets.

As per the proposal sent to states,
the ministry has already moved a
note to the department of expendi-
ture seeking approval to set aside
1,200 crore for hiring technical
staff who would guide in the plan-
ning and execution of MGNREGA
works.

Toaddress leakages in implementa-
tion and delay in payments, the min-
istry has also proposed to come up
with a mechanism than will ensure
that social audits of the scheme are
carried out as per rules and there is
effective implementation of the pro-
visions of the delay compensation
system.

Under the scheme’s compensation
clause, agencies responsible for the
delay are expected to pay 0.05% of
wagesperday after closure of muster
roll.

Finmin Plans to Divest Stakes in 7 PSUs; "\
Coal India Sale May Fetch322,000 cr

DHEERAJTIWARI
NEW DELHI
‘ he finance ministry is working
T onaroad map to divest stakt_a in
‘ seven big state-run companies,
‘which include Coal India, Sail,
MMTC, NMDC, NHPC and Nalco.
The government holds 80% or more
stakes in these companies. “We will
draw a road map and accordingly
start consultations with the respec-
' tive administrative ministries,” said
"asenior finance ministry official.
.. The Securities & Exchange Board of
" India (Sebi) has proposed to bring
public float in state-run firms at 75%,
equal to that of private companies.
The finance ministry is of the view
that Sebi will give at least two to three
. years to meet the norms and it can ac-
+ cordingly work out a road map 80 that
" there is no glut of PSU stocks in the
market. .
“If the Sebi norms are accepted, we
will have to work out a mechanism to
help them meet the new gqidehnes,
“keepinginmindboth thetimingof the
issuesand theappetiteof the market,”

There May'Be a Windfall

Government State in Public

Coal India :

“sail ~ 80.00 A

MMTC 90.00 NEER

NMDC - 80.00 Nmmm

NHPC 5.9 —
Neico 8106 mmmm

Neyvel Lignite 90.00 I———

e R e U D SRS R R
Government can fetch |
Y oy
2220080 € trom

i
10% stake sale in CIL ;

said the official quoted earlicr, adding
that tocus is on increasing participa-

tion from retail investors. .
The government, which is expected

Sector Undertakings '

Disinvestment target
expected to be retained

at7.36 000 v

to retain the disinvestment target
through stake sale in PSUs at 336,000
crore, will kickstart with bigger is-
sues such as Coal India and Sail. A

" 10% stakesale in CoalIndiaalone will

fetch the government around 222,000
crore at current market prices.

“We are hopeful of Coal India issue
beforethe end of this year,” said the fi-
nance ministry official.

Experts say the markethasthe appe-
tite for stocksof state-runcompanies.
“There will be a lot of interest from
institutional investors but fo_r retail
participation, government will haye
to give incentives in the form of dis-
counts and other measures,” said
Kishor Ostwal, chairman and ma-
nagingdirector, CNI Research.

The government will also proceed
with its residual stake sale in compa-
nies snich as Hindustan Zine and Bal-
co. It has already decided to appoint
valuers for its 29.54% stake in Hindus-
tanZinc, signallingthat it isnotaverse

exiting assets.

t(in th]é]ﬁase of sick PSU firms, thg
government will offload thg addi-
tional stake to the special invest-
ment fund that was created for mee_t~
ing the minimum ) public
shareholding of 10% in six sick cen-)
tral public sectorenterprises.
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Govtto continue
UPA's forest
policy review

- Process begins to invite comments
:‘ from the public, other stakeholders

. SOMESH JHA

New Dethi, 18 June

The National Democratic

: Alliance government has

constituted a core drafting

~committee to review the

National Forest Policy

_enacted in 1988.

"While the process for

- review of the forest policy

had begun during the UPA's

_tenure, the NDA govern-

ment has now opened the

" process of seek-

ing comments
from the public.

The 1988 pol-
icy put in place
the much-
debated target

- of achieving 33

India. Even the definition of
what constitutes ‘forestland’
was first laid down by the
apex court, which held that
forest laws would apply even
to lands under control of dif-
ferent departments or indi-
viduals if a healthy stock of
trees grew on it.

The forest policy also
pre-dates the Forest Rights
Act, which was enacted in
2006, handing back rights to
traditional forest-dwellers
over their lands
that were nation-:
alised under vari-
ous laws. The gov-
ernment has
preferred to run
the forests and for-
est-dependent

. per cent forest The 1988 policy economy through
cover in the putin place the its own joint forest -
¢ country. While much-debated management com-
the country, by target of mittees, which
© official surveys achieving 33 per continue to pro-
‘ over the past centforestcover vide control to the
few years, in the country forest bureaucracy
added more over the lands.

forests than denuded or cut,

. worries have arisen about

natural forests being sup-
planted by mixed or mono-
culture plantations. Experts
outside the government
have also occasionally chal-
lenged the surveys for their
methods.

The forest policy has also
been in the need for revision
with a slew of Supreme
Court orders, primarily from
its ‘forest bench’, substan-
tially altcring the laws and
regulations that control
forestry and forestlands in

The environment min-
istry has invited comments
of various stakeholders,
including state forest
departments and forestry
institutions, to bring
changes to the policy.

The last time the govern- -
ment reviewed the forestry
sector was when it set up the
National Forest:
Commission, which submit- -
ted its report in 2006. The:
commission had recom-"
mendced against the need tor:
a change In the policy
framework.

Date \c\\oq D3y
Page No. \ 9



Business Standard Date \@\\o(;\ 25\

Page No.\q

Modi picks man

N

from Manmohan's

i
i

PMO as private secy

Last week's appointment of Rajiv Nayan Choubey as
additional secretary in PMO cancelled

| NIVEDITA MOOKERII
I"New Delhi, 18 June

on Wednesday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
picked Rajeev Topno, a 1996
batch Indian Administrative
Service officer (IAS) from the
Gujarat cadre and a part of the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
« under former PM Manmohan
Singh, as private secretary .

In another announcement,
last week’s appointment of
Rajiv Nayan Choubey, a 1981
batch IAS officer from the
Tamil Nadu cadre, to the post
of additional secretaty in the

. PMO was cancelled.

i The order of the
Department of Personnel &
Training, appointing the 40-
year-old Topno, currently a
ditector in the PMO, as private
secretary to Modi didn't spec-
ify the duration for which he
would hold the post. Typicalily,
government appointment
orders mention the duration
for which a person holds a
post. Topno’s central deputa-
tion is till June 28, and this has
raised questions on whether
or not it's a stop-gap arrange-
ment.

That's not the only reason
why 'Topno's appointment is
seen as a surprise. In 2011, his
name figured in a case relating

‘to alleged involvement in an
earthquake debris removal

. séam. The matter pertained to
. the Kutch earthquake of 2001,
‘7‘ when Topno was Kutch District
'Development Officer. Before he
joined the PMO in 2009, Topno
/was chief executive of Gujarat

I n a curious turn of events

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

RajeevTopno, Gujarat-cadre
1996-batch IAS officer, made
private secretary to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

# Duration not specified, in
a break from tradition

¥ Topno's central
deputation is till June 28

_CANCER L ED:

Appointment of Rajiv Nayan
Choubey, aTamil Nadu-cadre
1981-batch IAS officer, as
additional secretary in the
PMO

State Disaster Management
Authority (GSDMA).

During the UPA regime, he
was the only Gujarat-cadre
officer in the PMO.

A bureaucrat said usually,
prime ministers had two pri-

vate secretaries, adding this
was a powetful job, as a private
secretary was in charge of the
PM's appointment diary.

Considered a bright officer,
Topno was known to Modi
when the latter was chief min-
ister of Gujarat. As CM, Modi
headed GSDMA. At the time
of the Kutch earthquake, P K
Mishra, recently appointed
additional principal secretary
to the PM, was chief executive
of GSDMA.

On Wednesday, the govern-
ment, in a note, said the
Cabinet's appointments com-
mittee had approved cancella-
tion of the order appointing
Rajiv Nayan Choubey as addi-
tional secretary in the PMO.

Currently, Choubey is addi-
tional secretary in the Ministry
of Power and is due to become
secretary in a few months. It is
believed the PMO, having
realised the issue of hierarchy,
cancelled the appointment.

It is learnt since Modi took
charge as PM, Bharat Lal, the
Gujarat resident commission-
er in Delhi and a close aide of
Modi, has been performing
the dual roles of managing the
PM’s office and heading
Gujarat Bhavan.

Under Narendra Modji, the
PMU had started on a contro-
versial note when former
Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai)
chairman Nripendra Misra
was appointed principal sec-
retary to the PM. To enable
Misra to take charge, an ordi-
nance had to be brought in to
change the appointment rules
in the Trai Act. s/



